June 8th, 2003
Hi Gavin

Good to know you got the money. It’s always good to be told, in case it has accidentally been put into the wrong account. The bank tells you the money has been sent but not that it has been received. Paying off the car loan is probably a good use as then there is less interest to pay. But, of course, it is your money and you can use it for whatever you want or need. I can understand you being frustrated with Mummy, but don’t be too tough on her – she is, after all, your mother. And, as I have said before, I am not so perfect and have done my share of screwing things up! I like the idea very much of going off road into the Mojave desert or somewhere else. I would like to do that. The Mojave is quite a long way from Los Angeles, if I remember right from that trip we made in 1988 in Uncle James’ van. Remember? Including the swimming and playing under the sprinklers at a small town (I think it is called ‘Needles’).


I have many questions to ask you sometime about your Iraq experiences. But there are three I want to ask now:

1. What did you do to get the award for valour? Also, do you get a medal or a certificate? If a medal, what is it called? And when will it be awarded? You also mentioned that only 3 people will be awarded. Is that 3 people in your platoon, company, 24th MEU?

2. About the fitness report. Is this a regular report that all troops get or just one at the end of a conflict? It was pretty good, wasn’t it? This is something that will make a useful character reference in the future. 

3. How many ribbons and medals do you have after your years in the Marines? Do you ever have the opportunity to wear them?


There has been a lot of Rugby this weekend. The last tournament in the World Rugby 7s was held over the weekend in London. Actually, there was a tournament last weekend in Cardiff, Wales. England won both tournaments. NZ did not do so well in either. In Cardiff, they were beaten in the quarter-finals and went into the ‘plate’ (2nd level) competition which they won. (This would not happen in a larger tournament with 24 teams, as in HK, but with a 16-team tournament, as in Cardiff, they organise it slightly differently.) And in London, NZ got to the semi-finals where they were thumped by Fiji. Anyway, NZ got enough points to win the overall series, scoring just 4 point more than England, who came second. But I don’t think England played in every tournament; if they had, they might have been 2002/2003 champions. In the London tournament, South Africa had all their shirts stolen by a security guard just before they were to play in the semi-finals. They had to scrape together odd shirts. Apparently, this upset them and they were beaten by England in the semi-final. 


The international test series in the southern hemisphere began yesterday. In South Africa, the Springboks just managed to beat Scotland. And in Perth, Australia easily beat Ireland. Saw some of both games on TV. 


There was a public holiday on Wednesday – didn’t get caught out this time as I had looked at the calendar. The holiday was for Dragon boat festival. They local boat races were held. But, as I mentioned last week, there will not be any international races. The hotel here was giving out rice dumplings on that day. Do you know the story? It is something about an upright poet in ancient China who drowned himself in the sea rather than submitting to evil demands by the Emperor. To stop fish from eating his body, the locals would paddle their canoes out to sea and splash the paddles to frighten the fish away (hence the dragon boat races). And dumplings were given to feed him (hence the rice dumplings). I think this is the gist of the story though the details might not be accurate. 


The dragon boat holiday was on June 4th. So there was the annual commemoration in Victoria Park of the June 4th massacre in Beijing in 1989. About 50 000 attended this year. This was in spite of a big free open-air concert put on the government on the same evening. Many seemed to think it was done deliberately to try to deflect attention away from the commemoration. 


Now that SARS seems to be under control, people’s attention is turning to other things, such as the ‘Article 24’ (anti-subversion / treason) legislation. A few amendments were made to it this past week as a result of the criticism voiced over the legislation. But there is still opposition and a delegation led by Martin Lee is in the US at the moment speaking to US legislators about the legislation. Also, the government is starting to get tough in its clean-up HK campaign. Fines for spitting and littering have been increased 3 times to $1800 and a lot of people have been cited already. Teams are going to restaurants, usually unannounced, issuing citations and impounding food that could be unhygienic. The streets do seem to be a little cleaner with people stubbing cigarettes in the rubbish bins/trays rather than just tossing them onto the ground. Last night, there was a big concert at the airport as part of the post-SARS events. 


Last Sunday, the sluice gates were closed on the Three Gorges dam on the Yangtse river. The dam is now complete and the water is beginning to rise. Eventually, the reservoir/lake behind the dam will stretch back about 700 kilometres. But ominously, cracks up to 10 metres long have been appearing in the concrete on the dam! Part of this will be due to the concrete settling but many of the cracks reappeared after supposedly being repaired. The whole Three Gorges dam hydroelectric project will not be completed until 2009.

Saw on TV that the last Air France Concorde flight took place. British Airways will retire its fleet of Concordes in October. Too expensive to fly them. Also there was an item on the TV news of a New Zealander building his own ballistic missile in his garage! It is surprising how many inventions have come out of NZers garages! For example, the jet boat, the super motor bike (folded, I think, now that the inventor died), an engine which produces and then burns hydrogen as a fuel, the ‘perfect’ golf ball. Even a guy who was renting our house in Christchurch invented some superior kind of water plug. There was a comment by someone in the US that the guy making the missile could be branded a terrorist! So, I suppose the US will attack NZ next! 

I guess that’s about it for now. 

Cheers, Dad
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